
Work-Related Injuries & Deaths 2018-2020

The main goal of this project was to find out which states were the least and most dangerous to work in
and to find out which industries were the least and most dangerous to work in.

For this project I downloaded the workplace injury data in .csv format (ITA Data CY 2018.csv, ITA Data
CY 2019.csv, ITA Data CY 2020.csv) from
https://www.osha.gov/Establishment-Specific-Injury-and-Illness-Data

I loaded those three into Power BI and removed some of the unnecessary columns so I would have
less cluttered data to work with. I then appended these three tables into a new, single table for use in
my reports.

At this point I went through my combined table and removed more unneeded columns. The required
columns to create my report were more obvious at this point, making this a good time to do this.

I removed multiple rows from the table with no data in them.

Many of the text columns (city, state, company name, establishment name, and industry description)
were inconsistently formatted, so I then took care of as much of that as I reasonably could. A lot of this
was capitalizing each word and trimming spaces from the ends.

For entries including the words “Inc”, “Co”, and “Llc” the formatting was especially troublesome,
because they would sometimes come after a comma and sometimes not. They would sometimes have
a space between them and the comma, sometimes not. I replaced the versions of those including the
comma with the non-comma version, then replaced the entire thing with a “, Inc”, etc.

There were multiple rows with no company name. For these, I copied the establishment name into that
field so we would have a company name to work with.

When glancing through the data in a matrix view, I noticed a few instances of states that didn’t make
sense to me. For example, there was an entry with a state “FM”. I researched to make sure this wasn’t
an established and known postal abbreviation (such as AP being a code for “Armed Forced Pacific”),
then looked up the rest of the address and establishment at the address without a state listed. In those
cases, I was able to identify the actual state (in that case it was Florida) and correct the data in the
table manually. This was a small number, so manual adjustment seemed to be the proper way to
correct the issue.

At this point I turned to the reports.

My first thought was to show the the total injuries, work hours per injury, and deaths per state during the
2018-2020 timeframe. I added a matrix to show this data. In this matrix you can drill down to city as
well, if you want to find out which part of the state had the highest number of injury and death reports.

https://www.osha.gov/Establishment-Specific-Injury-and-Illness-Data


It also made sense to show the average work hours per injury for each year and deaths for each year,
so I added a stacked column chart for each of these.



I then added cards with the overall total injuries and the total deaths to make these number apparent.

It made sense to get state by state breakdown, so I added a tab to show that. On that tab there is a
similar matrix as on the first page, but you can’t drill down to city because this tab specifically looks on a
state by state basis.



This page also contains a bubble map that shows a larger bubble for states with more injuries and one
with a larger bubble for states with more deaths.





I added a tab to show the injury and death data per industry. It made sense to put that into a matrix, so I
did that. To add more impact, I put color bars on the injuries to highlight the industries with the highest
number of injuries. I also set it so that the background on the total deaths column are darker red for
industries with more deaths to make that stand out.

I then added a treemap chart for total injuries by industry so we could see which industry had the most
injuries.



I also added a treemap for total deaths for each industry to show which industry leads to the most
deaths.

It was at this point that I realized I had a lot of blank entries for the industry. I went back into the Power
BI Query Editor and changed those to “Unspecified”. It seemed reasonable, given the fact that there
was no industry specified at all.



I then created a tab with questions I think could be asked of this data, with a bookmark link back to the
proper page and filter settings to answer that question.

This leads us to these questions and answers, which wouldn’t necessarily have been obvious in the
raw data:

● Which state has the fewest total work-related injuries?
Wyoming, with 4,120 from 2018-2020

● Which state has the highest number of work hour per injury, making it least dangerous from this
point of view?
California, with an average of over 208,000 hours per injury

● Which state has the least work-related deaths?
Vermont, with only 2 during this timeframe

● Which state has the most work-related injuries?
California, with over 440,000

● Which state has the lowest number of work hours per injury, making it most dangerous from this
point of view?
Vermont, with 7862

● Which state has the most work-related deaths?
California, with 400 during this timeframe

● Which industry has the most work-related injuries?
General Medical and Surgical Hospitals, with over 214,000 injuries during the 2018-2020
timespan

● Which industry has the most work-related deaths?
Skilled Nursing Facilities, with 120 in the 2018-2020 years

Something that becomes apparent from these questions and answers is that state size makes little
difference to how dangerous a job is, it mostly comes down to industry. While I’m not sure most people
would guess it, medical and nursing-related industries are some of the most dangerous jobs for both
injuries and deaths during that timespan, having three of the top ten industries with most injuries and
four of the top ten for deaths during the 2018-2020 timeframe.


